Biblical Boundaries and the Nature of Trespass: A Briefing Document

Executive Summary

This document analyzes the biblical and linguistic frameworks surrounding the concepts of
boundaries, trespass, and atonement. The central thesis posits that "trespass" is distinct from
general "sin" ( chatah ), often involving intentional rebellion ( peshah ) or treacherous
unfaithfulness ( m‘al ). Through an examination of the account of Achan and the laws in
Leviticus, the text explores the consequences of violating established boundaries—even
through negligence ( shagagah ). It further identifies the Asham (guilt offering) and the
symbolic role of the Ayil (ram/strength) as the mechanism for restoration, culminating in a
Messianic synthesis where the "Good Shepherd" acts as both the guilt offering and the "Door" to
the fold.

l. Linguistic Framework of Violation

The source context distinguishes between various Hebrew and English terms often conflated
under the general category of wrongdoing. Understanding these distinctions is critical to
understanding the biblical view of boundaries.

Comparison of Key Terms

Term,Language,Meaning/Context

Chatah,Hebrew,Missing the mark; a misstep.

Peshah,Hebrew,"Defection, rebellion, or an intentional step across a boundary."
M’al,Hebrew,"An unfaithful or treacherous act; falsehood, perfidy, or a lie."
Shagagah,Hebrew,"Negligence; a lack of attention. Closer to ""not paying attention"" than true
ignorance."

Trespass,Old French/English,"Derived from trespasser (""pass beyond or across™). It evolved
from ""passing through" to a wrongful intrusion or violation of rights."

The Nature of Intent

The document emphasizes that while English "trespass" can be unintentional, Hebrew terms
like Peshah imply an outright revolt or an intentional step. Even Shagagah , often translated
as "ignorance," is framed as a failure of attention—essentially planning to ask for forgiveness
later rather than seeking permission beforehand.

Il. Case Study in Boundary Violation: The Account of Achan

The narrative of Achan in Joshua 7 serves as a primary example of the gravity of M'al
(trespass) regarding "accursed things."
e The Mandate: Following the victory at Jericho, Israel was commanded to keep away
from "accursed things" to avoid making the camp of Israel a curse.
e The Violation: Achan, of the tribe of Judah, committed a trespass ( M’al ) by coveting
and hiding spoils: a Babylonish garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of
gold.



The Consequence: Because of this hidden breach of the boundary, Israel suffered a
significant military defeat at Ai.

The Resolution:

Joshua acted as judge, calling for Kavowd (glory) to be given to YHWH through Yadah
(confession/reaching out).

Achan was identified and executed by stoning—one of only seven such executions
recorded in the Bible.

I1l. The Mechanism of Restoration: The Asham

Despite the severity of trespass, the Levitical law provides a process for amends known as the
Asham .

The Guilt Offering ( Asham )

Definition: Asham (H816) refers to guilt, desolation, or a fault. It implies being
punished or perishing.

The Requirement: Leviticus 5:15-16 dictates that if a soul commits a M’al through
negligence ( shagagah ) in holy things, they must bring a "ram without blemish" ( Ayil )
as a trespass offering.

Restitution: The guilty party must make amends for the harm done and add a "fifth
part" (20% requital) to the value, giving it to the priest.

The Symbolism of the Ram ( Ayil )

The word Ayil is described as "polymorphic," retaining the core DNA of "Projection of Strength"
across different contexts:

Sacrificial: The ram provided by YHWH in place of Isaac, caught in a thicket by its
horns—a symbol of "willing entanglement.”

Architectural: In Ezekiel's temple vision, Ayil is translated as "post" or "pillar,"
representing the strength and foundation of the structure.

Nature: Itis linked to "trees of righteousness" ( Ayil H352) in Isaiah 61:3.
Protection: It represents the posts and lintels where the blood of the Passover lamb
was applied to deny access to the destroyer.

IV. Messianic Synthesis: The Good Shepherd as Asham

The document concludes by connecting these Old Testament themes to the figure of the "Good
Shepherd" (identified as the Messianic "mighty chieftain").

The Ultimate Guilt Offering
Isaiah 53:10-11 is cited as the fulfilment of the Asham offering:

"When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin Asham..."

The text posits that this figure possesses the strength not only to carry the weight of
"perfidy, negligence, and sacrilege" but to "righteously cross the border" to retrieve those
who are lost.



The Door and the Fold

e The Door: By becoming the Asham on the tree, the figure becomes the Ayil
(Doorpost/Pillar/The Door) in the eternal temple.

e Reception ( Lambano ): To receive this figure requires guilt or conviction. The Greek
word Lambano (to take with the hand/lay hold of) resembles the Hebrew Yadah
(confession/the hand of recognition).

e The Shepherd's Mission: Based on John 10 and Luke 15, the shepherd voluntarily
lays down his life and crosses boundaries to find the "lost sheep" outside the fold.

e The One Fold: The goal of this boundary-crossing is to bring the lost sheep back to the
"one fold" where they hear and know his voice ( Shmah ).
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