The Wild Society: Organization,
Identity, and Inheritance in the
Wilderness

This briefing document analyzes the transition from the book of Leviticus to the book of
Numbers. It explores the spiritual and linguistic foundations of how YHWH organizes a
community, the transformative purpose of the wilderness, and the restoration of identity through
Yeshua the Mashiach.

Executive Summary

The transition into the book of Numbers marks a shift from learning how to dwell near YHWH to
learning how to organize and mobilize as a disciplined nation. Central to this study is the
Hebrew concept of the Midbar (wilderness), which is redefined not as a mere wasteland, but
as a "speaking place" where YHWH establishes order. Key takeaways include:

e Divine Organization: The Hebrew word for army, Tsava, reveals a structure where
individuals "hunt" for righteousness within the framework of the family, led by the divine
Father.

e Purposeful Struggle: The wilderness is a necessary environment for stripping away
distractions, forcing a change in perspective from seeing a "desert" to seeing a "spiritual
pasture."

e Inclusive Inheritance: Identity and inheritance are not strictly limited to physical
lineage; through "naturalization" and the work of Yeshua, strangers and those lost in the
world are grafted into the house of Israel.

e The Shepherd’s Restoration: True restoration occurs when the lost are found and
carried back to their heritage, moving from the disorder of sin to the discipline of
righteousness.

The Hebrew Foundation: Understanding the
Terms

Term

Transliteration

Definition and Significance

N2y

Tsava / Sava

An organized army or disciplined campaign. It implies order
and accountability, contrasting with an unruly mob.




Term Transliteration Definition and Significance

12T Midbar The wilderness. It can mean a pasture for flocks, a sterile
desert, or poetically, the organ of speech (throat/lungs).

22T Davar To speak or arrange words in order. This is the root of

Midbar, identifying the wilderness as a place of "orderly
speech."

The Concept of the Midbar (Wilderness)

In a Western context, "the wild" suggests danger, isolation, and untamed threats. However, the
Hebrew name for the book of Numbers, B’midbar, offers a different perspective.

The Wilderness as a Speaking Place

Because Midbar shares a root with Davar (to speak/put in order), the wilderness is described
as "From the instrument of speech." It is the environment where YHWH's voice is heard most
clearly because human comforts and distractions are removed.

Perspective: Pasture vs. Desert

The document identifies the wilderness as a place that tests an individual’s point of view.
The Desert View: Focusing on sparsity, pain, and struggle. This perspective leads to

spiritual death.

The Pasture View: Seeing the wilderness as a fertile ground where YHWH feeds the
spirit and grows the individual into who they are meant to be.

The Organization of the Tsava (Army)

Numbers begins with a census of men twenty years and older who are able to go to war. This is
not just a headcount but a "mustering" into a disciplined body.

The Letter Breakdown of Tsava (Tzade-Bet-Aleph)

The construction of this word reveals a specific hierarchy of command:

Aleph (The Leader): Represents the Father and the divine strength that spoke creation
into being. He is the silent force of discipline.

Bet (The House): Represents the family unit. Organization flows from the Leader

1.

2.

through the family.

Tzade (The Individual): Represents the individual "hunting." In YHWH’s army, the
individual does not hunt for self-interest but "hunts for righteousness" ( Tzadock ).




Discipline and Accountability

A functional army requires a chain of command. This structure keeps everyone accountable and
moving in the same direction. Without this divine order, a society remains a "wild" mob rather
than a holy nation.

Identity, Heritage, and Tribal Stories

The names of the tribal leaders in Numbers 1 are not merely labels; they tell a story of the
character YHWH requires for His people.
e Elizur: "Elohim is my rock."
e Nahshon (Judah): "The willing offering from the people." This points toward the future
role of Yeshua.
e Nethaneel: "Elohim-given smallness." This emphasizes that inheritance is received
through humility ( Barack ).
e Elishama (Ephraim): "Elohim has heard and therefore taken action.”

The Multiplier Effect

The letter Aleph also represents bringing forth "by thousands." This suggests that while an
individual enters the wilderness alone, the process of discipline and order multiplies their impact
within the house of Elohim.

Inheritance and the Grafting of Strangers

The document emphasizes that YHWH'’s plan for inheritance is more inclusive than it first
appears. While inheritance is tied to the "house of the father," there is a clear path for those
outside the physical lineage.

The Law of the Sojourner

According to Ezekiel 47, strangers who live among the tribes and raise families are to be treated
as "born in the country." They are "naturalized" into Israel and receive an inheritance alongside
the native tribes.

The Example of Ephraim

Joseph'’s son, Ephraim, was born in the "world" (Egypt) but was brought back and grafted into
the house of Jacob as a firstborn son. This serves as a pattern for how YHWH brings those lost
in the world back into His family. “Elohim has heard and therefore taken action”.



Restoration through the Shepherd

The briefing concludes by connecting the census in Numbers to the ministry of Yeshua. While
the Pharisees saw "sinners and publicans," Yeshua saw "lost sheep" in the wilderness.

e The Perspective of Mercy: Yeshua does not just find the lost; He carries them back on
His shoulders. He restores the identity that sin erased.

e Covenant and Identity: Sin breaks the covenant and erases a person’s "address" or
place in the army. Only the "Judge of all the earth" can forgive that sin and restore the
lost heritage to the one seeking to have it restored.

e The Final Goal: To "sojourn" with Yeshua is to become a child of Elohim, reclaiming a
heritage that was stolen by the enemy. It requires a change in lifestyle, learning to walk
as he does.

Key Quote: "The most fertile place for our spirit is the place we don’t want to go... The only
place we can listen is the place where we only have him to trust in."
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